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Karakhanids: from overlord to vassal 

Summary 
This article is devoted to the history of the Karakhanids in the XI-XIII centuries. The Karakhanids 

competed for influence with the Ghaznavids in the period 1006-1040. It was successfully completed by the 
division of the Karakhanid Kaganate into appanages and the struggle for influence between the Karakhanids 
themselves. The Karakhanid state actually split into eastern and western kaganates since the 40-ies of XI 
century. From the end of the XI century to until 1141 the West Karakhanid Kaganate was a vassal of the 
Seljukids. The East Karakhanid Kaganate was conquered by the Kara-Khitans in the 30-ies if XII century. 
The West Karakhanid Kaganate was subordinated in the early 40-ies of XII century and broke up into 
Samarkand and Fergana possessions. The weakening of the Kara-Khitan state Xi Liao led to the expansion of 
the Khorezmians and the elimination of the Samarkand possession of the Karakhanids. 
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