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Pre-emptive Self-defence 
Summary 

Nonetheless, over the course of diplomatic communication between the Americans and the British, two 
criteria for permissible self-defense including preemptive self-defense  were articulated: necessity and pro-
portionality.  

First, the state seeking to exercise force in self-defense would need to demonstrate necessity.In other 
words, the state would need to show that the use of force by the other state was imminent and that there was 
essentially nothing but forcible action that would forestall such attack. Second, the state using force in self-
defense would be obliged to respond in a manner proportionate to the threat.   
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